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fGenurel Informatien

The organitation, squipment and <ombas readiness i tha Twanty
Pewrth Adr Army ware changed in 1955 by ithe foliewing aszeurss:

o Arrival of @ second light bomber division.
“. LDeginning of traneition in fighter units fres KiG-15z to Hiu-17a.

. Continuation of retraining on KiG-158 by groupd attsok wdte .
4. botivating of ssveral new airfioids end teginniug of a PrograE
concerning repsir work om olid airfields, im aorder %o bring
theas fields up to the specificesions of new instellations.

3. laying of runways with pierced stoel planking st @m@rgenay.
sirfields, in order to inersess the density =f the airfigld
net in Sevaene Gesrmany.

6. Improvement of the alrcraft warning and Fightexr ccntrol synhomn,
by equipment with improved radio and radsr inctellallonz.

Thsos measurss resulted in an increase of the combat efficlercy of
*he aixr uniie assigned to the Twenty-Fourth Air &rmy. The fighter
vnite wers furthe: modernized, by the fact shet approvimately Lwe
thirds of these units were resquipped with :iiG-~1Ts, whish axs
roughly 100 kn/h faster then their former sircreft typs the Vi3-1§.
4 portion of thess delivered 2iG-17e were squipped with aerisl
intercept (A1) eloctronic gear. While ths lack of airberne vadar
sets on NiG-15s wsually limited the employment of fighter units %o
daylight sorties, the presence of Mi(G-17s with AI gear will pernmit
a successful commiiment of fighter units in the zone of npevations

vof srmy units aither dby day or night and during hed wesiher.

The combat efficlency of light bomber unite equipped with IL-28a
was aleo increased during 1955, by the following faote: the aunbar
of mircraft assigned to ssch regiment was increased:; a separels
rogiment for specialized miseione (reconnainsance sireralt,
pathfinder aireraft) was mssigned to each bomder division; and
intensive training in bombing without ground visibility, utiliszing
rader-conirel bomb eights. Since the IL-28s have & rather

limited speed, they can ba employed only during dsyligh% houra ¢o

a limited degree. Therefore, night treining of bozber crews can he
expeoted o be stepped-up %o & high degrse.

Transitional training and re-equipping the ground attack units Frem
the obecliate IL-10 over to the KiG-1% type continued at an
unexpectedly alew rate. Betraining on MiZ=15s by cne of the ¢we
ground ettack divisions began as far back as late April 1954, snd
therefore the pileis of this division most probably have complated
transition to MHiG-1l58. However, these hiG-158, which were turned-over
by the fighier units for the training of these units, would, from

a teohnical or a tactical aspect, not be favorabls for any intended
activation of fighter-bomber units having strong striking power.
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It ie posaible that therw are plans to squip thess sround attack
units with 2 new but still unidentified jet aircraftiyps. The
conmitment of IL-10s as ground attack airoraft is prohably ne
longer planned in the event of hostilities.

Airfield cozatruction projects in the Sovmone Germeny indiuass
that, in eddition to the construction of saoversl new eirfisids
and the mecdernization of some old sirfislds which hsve bses i
use for a long period, work has besn under way ic provide
emergency landing fields with auxiliary installations in oriew
to establish the poesibility of dispersing rmany smell units
(squadrcne) to auxiliary eirfieids in the event of nostilitiaen,
since tha large units, if they were to remnir at ths nain
airfields, would be particularly vuluerabla.,

Composition of ths Twenty-Fourth Air Army

During ths lstter part of 1955, the Twenity-Fourth Adr Army was
composad of the following units:

Hq Tweniy-Fourth Air Army

2 Tighter Corpe with 6 Fighter Divisions and
18 Fighter Regiments (MiG-15s and M1G~17s3)

1 Bombexr Corps with 2 Bomber Divisions and
& Bombar Regiments (I1-28e)

1 Ground Attack Corpas with 2 Ground Atteck Divisicns and
6 Ground Atteck Regiments (3 reginente with MiG-15s and
% Regimente with IL-10s)}

1 DRecennaisssnce Regiment {MiG-15/17s)

1 Reconnaissance Regiment (Yak-1ls)

“ransport Regiments (Li-2s)

¥

4 Air Technical Divisicns (ATUDs) with
57 Independent Airfield Supply Battaliona (0ATBs),
Signal Unite,
PTochnical School and Treining units,
Supply Depots and Repalir Bases

tween mid-June and mid-=Octobex 1955, san additioneal bomber unit
with 2 or 3 regiments equipped with IL-28s was ststioned st Welszow
airfield. & direct counection of this bomber unit with the
Twanty=-Fourth Air Army could not be determined. it i1s probabls
that the unit was merely transferred from the east to the Sovzone
Germany for training purposes.
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Por disyoaiiion of air waita, see Annex J.

Yo lewstion of units of Twenty-Fourth Air Army. see Armex o,

Warg In

Dardng 1935

After L Janaary 1995, the following permenant oy venparary
tranafers wors made by the units of the Twsnty-Fowrth Alr Army.
the dates mentioned indicete the beginning of tho trasefeg.

14 = 1% Max

50 Mar

B

Apr

10 lay

22 Jun

aul

AR

Iranafer of about 47 IL-10s of (‘4 Livw Bracdorbary
%0 Doeberitz in orxdsr to participate in exsrcisces
oy lat kecz Div.

Trenafer of GA Regt Brendsaburg Briest

to Doeberitz, in order t¢ veacate Braxdenburg-Zriesnt
airfield for GA Regt Alt Losnnevits (M1G-150).
Rstransfsr on 20 Nor 1955,

Arrivel of 1 bouber divizicn with I saparate wag et
and 3 bouber ragziments {IL-28s) from ths USSR and
dispatch to Oranienburg (2 regizenta}, Gross Dslla
and Rothenburg airfields.

Transfer of GA Regt Alt Lgamu@w;tz[:::::::::::}wi@ﬁ
i11G=i58 to Brendenburg-Brisst, cve te constyuciiam
werk at AlY Leennewitz sirfield.

Retransfer on 5 Qct 1955,

T r of 2 fighter reginents
from Grossenhsin to Brsndie and Alterburg,

bscause of aonstruction work a% Grosssnhain airfigld,
Astransfar on 3 Hov 19%5.

Tranafer to Erfurt-Bindsrslebsc snd Harseburg «f Ftx
Ragt Altwznburg of Ftr Div Merssburg.
Marther iransfaer %o Xosthen in late August 1955,

Transfer to Welsow and Brieeen of separats Teginent

f Bnr Div Werneuwchsr, in ordsr to vacate
Welzow ajirfield for bomber unit from the east.
Retranafer to Wolsow on 19 Octchexr 1955,

Beginning of arrival of a bombex unit (IL-263)

probably with 2 regiments from USSR to ¥glzcw, presuwamsbly
for training purposes in Sovzone Germany. Tte unit
belonged to an unidensified air srmy.

Retransfer to the east on and sfter 26 Sepiembar 1955,
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11 Aug

27 Aug - 7 Sap
23 - 29 Sep

26 3Sep

% - 10 Oct

5 - 10 Oc%

5 Oct

10 9ct

15 - 21 Qect

19 Oct

3 Nov

.

Transfer of Ron Rngﬁ(niGalSQﬂ Tirem
Koethen to Altenburg for conceniwating the

fighter regiments of Fir Div Merassvurg in Maxreebucg
and Koethen.

Temporary transfer of Fir Regt Heuruppin
presumatly to Wittetock because of repaix work on
Neuruppin runway.

Temporary transfer of CA Regt Standal
to Brandenburg-Industriehafen in order te¢ participate
in exercises held by Third Shock Army.

Beginning of retrancfer of unidsntified damhw: unit
from Welzow to USSR.

Temporary transfer of GA Fegt Brandenburs-).cvstriehafen
ﬁaxﬁ GA Regt Doeberise o Erfurt-

ndersleben in order to rarticipare Iin exercises held
bty Eighth Gds Army.

Temporary transfer of GA Regt (4iG-15) from linstsrwalde
poasibly %o Altenburg or Schlothsim for participation in
exercises held by Eighth Gda Aray.

Retransfer of GA RQE:E;::;;;:::::]from Brenienburg-
Brieat to Alt loennewitz efter completion of

construction work in Alt Loennawitz,

Transfer of GA Regt from Doeberits to
Brandenburg=Industrie sx and, on 20 Nov, ¢
Brandenburg-Briest since Briest airfield was vacant
after departure of GA Regt (MiG-15z) for Al%

loennewitz. Temporary stay in Brandenburg-Industriehafen
bacause of shori-term construction werk in Briest.
Doeberitz airfield was vacated by air unit, since

it was heavily occupied by technical schools.

Tenporary occupation of Tutow airfield by 18 Yak-ila
of & VPL unit which perticipated iam s KVP exaercise
in the Ahlbeak-Jaegerbrusck arsa.

Retranafer of separate R@gtli;:::::::::}of By Div
VWierneuchen from Briesen teo Welzow sinoce Welzow was
vacant after departure of unidentified bomber unit
for the USSR.

Retransfer of 2 Ftr RogtaJ from
Altenburg to Brandis and Grosserhalin because of
construction work in Grossenhaio.
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20 Kov Further transfer of GA Regt Frar:
Brandenburg-Industriehafen LERIE AR TS RN
29 Dec 55 - Tamporary occcupation of Tutow sirfisid by gcus Teb-ils
6 Jen 56 of a VPL unit in order to participate in & VP sraxning.

1¥. Hq Tweniy-Fourth Alr Army

1.

Orcanization and Location

The Hq Twenty-Fourth Adr Arny iz ststioned ot Werdsr alifirzid.
A lurge portion of the officers empley3d in the hsadquarters
officea and the dependents of these officers, im addition is
some minor administrative offices, 2xre guartered in ihsw
resiricted area south of Werder airfisld.

According to availeble information op the inﬁivicﬁil ulldings
at Warder airfield, the hesdquarters of the Tweniy-Fourih iir
Army consigts of the following seoticons:

Operationgl section

Seotion rear services

Political sectiom, Techrieal szection
Congtruction staff

Signal unit

Hotor transpors unit

Conatruction units

Information on the total personnel strangth of the Hq Tuwenty-
Fourth Air Army fluctuates between 1,500 anc 2,009. The

number of generals aassigned to the healdquarters aise fluctuates
between 4 and 6. The generals and the officusrs of the inner
staff wers quartersed in the southeastern corner of the uilxfield
in the road called "Am Zernmsee".

Major General Agoliscvw (fou) had been parried as commantisr-it-
ohief o the Soviet Air Army in Sovsons Germeny prior to Juiy
1949 {a% that time the Sixtsenth Air Army). General Chuikew
(£av) or Zhukov (fnu) has repestedly bssn reported as the
preésent commander-in-chief of the Twenty-Fouwrth Alr Army.
General Zhuksv was known to be the commander of the Higher
School for Air Combai st the end of W# II. Ceneral Podgeray (fnu)
was moniioned in connection with confarences concsrning the
Enpt-Rest alr corridor. It is posaible that Podgorny is the
operational chief of the fighter unites in the Hq Twenty-Fourth
Adr Army or even the commander-in-chief.
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The following leading personnel in the Hg Twentiy-Fourth iir
Army were reported:
Colonal Kiselev (fnu) Chief of opsratiomel nsuiion (1952)
Lisutsnent Colonel Belouzov Chief of atafi (1954
(fau)
Lisutenant Colonel Golosov Chief of Section s 1.553)
(fau)
Lisutenant Colonel Chief of radic station [19%4)
Bogorslli (fnu)
Captain Grigorian (fnu) Chief of ordnance daput and
lateratory (1954)
Colonsl Terenchenke (fnu) Chief of Soviet construction
steff (195%5)
Colonsl Zukorukov (fnu) Deputy of Colonel Yerenchenke (1955)
Colonel Streltsov (fnu) ¢hief of projeating depariment (1955)
Lisutenant Colonel Smyrnov Chief of conetruction departmpent
(fau) (1955)
Major Efshin (fnu) ?eaiggod to construciton department
1955

2. Signal Unit (Independent Signal Battalion?)

3.

ieutenant Colonel Pismak (fnu) is kncwn to be the commsnder of the
signel unit in the headquarters of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army.
He 18 also superior to the rader stations near Glindow snud on
"Kleiner Entenfaengorberg” south of the Werder-Potedam railrosd
line. The latter station is presumadly occupied by the signal
unit of Captain Borovik (fnu) with about 80 men who are queriered
in VWildpark-West Kaserne. A portion of the moteor wehiclsu of Signal
Uit Pismak are parked in the westerm hanger of Werder eirxfield.

Motor Trangport Unit (Independent Mcotor Transport Battalion?)

The motor transport unit of the Hg Twenty-Fourth Air srmy, with
a persornal strength of about 180 men was located in the area

of the former German Air Force radio station in Glindow. Capiain
Barabanov (fnu) was mentioned as supply officer of this unit.

Construction Units

A total of 500 to 70O construction trcops of the Twenty-ifourih

A{r Army, probably under the commsnd ¢f Lieutenent Colonel
irativnov (fnu), were guartered in the Wildpark-West barracks

arsa., The troops were pesaibly subdivided inte 2 unite undsr
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cozmand of Major Galkin (fnu) and Captain Golabov {(fau} fhs
units were mainly composed of air force constructisco p» 21
who had been transferrsd to Wildpark from Lelpzig-#iednritasch,
Hindenburg Kaserne and from several other sirfield wons
aites in Sovione Germany in December 19%4. The asszmblied
construction units in Wildpark were rsorganized asnd thair
equipnent was overhauled during the winter of 1954/355. (v wnw
meantime, elements of these units were itranafsrrsd to various
airfield oconst.uction projects, such as Gross Dowlln, usra =
Schiotheim where they were mainly employaed in gradipg wwd
sxcavation work.

LS ROy

5. Atreraft

Werder airfield is probably only cccupied by & %o 8 smsll wrenaport
and liaison aircraft. The courier squadron of the Twenty-Fourih
Air Army, which ie equipped with Li-2s, is stationszd at
Schoenefeld airfield. Adroraft of this unit land only fr Hax
to pick up ocourier mail for the subordinate wnits in the

of Germany. '

6. Ceniral (cmmisuary (Bssa) Werder

The Bssa on Bismarckhoshe in Werusr supplies the units of ‘e
Twenty-Fourth Air Army with textiles, extras ratione, shoes,
porcel ain, stationery, toys, etc. A commisssry is generally
assignsed to assch division and supplies the regiments of thim
divieion from its warshouses. If the distances betecen th=n
individual airfields of cne division are very great, a clesuw
commissery will occasionally meplace the more distant commisaary.
The individual commissaries make their purchsses at ths Basa
ferder. The following leading personnsl of the Bass in Werder

are knownt
Chief of main buresu of Bass - Lisutsnant Fadyvnkowv (fnu)
Chief of Basa Mejor Volevash [fnu)
llain bookkeaper wajor Eromenke .fnu)

V. Fighter Units of Twenty-Fourth Air Army

1. Strength of Fighter Units

The orgerizational sei-up of the fighter units assigned %o the
Twenty-Fourth Air Army was net changed during 1955. Since 1948,
there have been 2 fighter corps each, containing 3 diviaiocns
with each division consisting of 3 regiments. Only individnal
regiments temporarily changed their location due to oconstruaction
work at various sirfields. See Paragraph III.
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However, the sircraft equipment of several fighter unity wee
changed considerably by the re-squippiag from #iG=15s ic
kiG-178. On 8 Liaroh 1955, the firat 20 crates with LiG-(Ta
arrived at Jueterbog airfisld. Each crate contained ome plane
and its power plant. Two aircraft were assexhled per dmy;

the asssembly of each plane required no nore than 4 houxrs.
Assenmbly work was probably done by spscial personnel, sincs,
on 8 March 1955, 3 transport aircraft with 16 to 20 officers

arrived at Jueterbog airfield and remained there until 2
March 1955. the aircraft were being unpacked

Urtil late September 1955, 24 rail shipments with a total of
351 flatcars had arrived from Brest Litovek and ware montly
dispatched to the airfielda at Jueterbog, Zerbet, Neunruppin,
Merseburg, Finow and Koethen. It cannot be proven howevur,
that each of these flatcars were loaded with aircraft cirstes.
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Airfield Color of
Aircraft
Number
Jueterbog yollow
blue
Koethen yollow
(orange)
blue
(blue-green)
lerseburg blue
Reuruppin yellow
Finow rod
blue
Grossenhain blue
rad
Rechlin-Laerz raod
Wittatock blue
On the basis of technical and taotical requirements of modern fighter
airoraft and by the fact that some of the fittings on the air intake
aperture of the MiG-l7 are still unidentified, it is assumed that this
25X1
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aircraft type is generally fitted with AI Radar and that
additional versions of this ty.e will be employed in particular
for night and bad-weather sorties. Definite information on thia
question is not yet available.

The exact or actual aircraft strength of the fighter regiments

has not been determined since many of the aircraft are kept in

the hangars at most of the airfields, making it impossibls to

get a total count at any-one time. Observations at Neuruppin
airfield, where the aircraft are usually parked outside of tre
hengars, indicate that the average aircraft strength of a fightier
regiment is 34 aircraft. Therefore, it must be gssumed that the
re-equipped fighter regiments have 25 MiG-17s and 9 41G-15& &nd

that the other fighter. units are equipped with 34 MiG-15s/UMiG-15s
per regiment. Observations made at the various airfields bear out
the assumption that each regiment is equipped with about 25 KiG-1T7s.
Another point that should be brought out at this time is that each
of the 3 fighter divisions Zarbnt/Juoterbog, Merseburg/Koethen and
Finow/Neuruppin was equipped with about 75 HiG=1T7s by late
September 1555. This indicates that there were 22% xiG~1T7s availagble
to the 24th Air Army at that time.

On 14 and 26 October 1955, 2 additional rail shipments with o

total of 33 flatcars, each car loaded with 1 large aircraft c¢rate,
were observed on the Eberswalde-Fuerstenberg railroad line,
possibly en route to Wittstock or Rechlin-Laerz. On 14 November
1555, 30 flatcars with large crates arrived in Puetnitz and on 27
November, 19 airoraft crates were unloaded a% Parchim airfield.
From this observation it is assumed that a delivery of new aircraft
to the fighter divisions in Puetnitz and Rechlin-lLaerz was also
started, so that the total MiG-17 strength was probably increased
to about 300 by the end of 1955.

The whersabouts of the MiG-15s which were made available for re-
employment after the arrival of MiG-17s hae not been definitely
determined. A small portion of these aircraft remained with ftle
re-equipped regiments presumably for training purposes, & emall
nucher was probably turned over to GA Div Alt Loennewitz, whose
pilots, since April 1954, have been retraining on MiG-15s, and she
other MiG-15a were most probably dispatched to the eant. Thia
assunption is supported by an observation made on 25 July 1955 in
Finow wherfcrated kiG-15e were seen being readied for dispaich
by rail.

On the basis of available information it is believed that tha
present fighter aircraft strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army
is as follows:

310 MiG-15s
300 wiG-1T7m

610 jet fighters

Of these 610 airceraft about 110 are presumably two-gseater &1Gn15/17s,
which are used in particular for trainin; purposes, and the other 500
are thought to be operational fighiers.
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The oversll aircraft strength of the fighter units assigned %o
the Twenty-Fourth Air Army was soarcely altered in 1955, but the
combat efficiency was raised by the re-equipping of seversl
fighter units with LiG-17s, and especially so, by those MiG-17e
which are equipped with Al radar gear.

Trajning Astivity by Fighter Units

According to available information, the fighter units of the
Twenty-Fourth Air Army have the following l2-month training program:

November/Dscembep

Overhauling of aircraft after completion of fall maneuvezs.
Beginning of individual training of new pilots arriving in October.
dccording to past experience, each fighter regiment trained adout
10 pilots per year. The fact that these pilots were immediataly .
training on XKiG-158 indicates that they had already completed
training on conventional aircreft in the USSR, and thut they Lad
prossibly received initial instruction on jet aircraft. Jet alrcraft
training was done within the framework of the fighter regiments.
Individual training included the following exercises: Take-offs
and landings, flights in alements of two in the area of the airfileld,
high-altituda flights, aerobaties, and occasional night flying
depending on the weather. The pilots also make routine parachute
jumps from 600 to 800 metars.

Jan Feb

Continuation of flying by individual airoraft and elements of two.
Flights in and above the clouds. Firing at ground targets. Approach
flights at towed-sleeve targets. Occasionally, flights in formations
of two presumably by pilois with some experience. Individual night
flights in favorable weather. Air attack exercises.

March/April

Diving and firing at ground targets. Firing at towed-sleeve targets.
Approach flights at towed-gsleeve targets at night with airboime
searchlights being in operation. Occasionelly, formation flights

in connection with army exercises, escorting and/or attack exercises
at bomber units (probably by pilote with some experiencs).

May/June

Flights in formations of iwo and four aircoraft. Firing at towed-sleeve
tergets. Approach flightse at IL-288 acting as targets. Individual
night flying. Routine parachute jumps in late June. Each pilot
probably has to make 2 routine jumps per year.

July/Auguat

Intensive night training including approaching and firing at towed
slesve targets. Also included are aerial combat exercises. Afitack
exercises in formations of two and four aircraft at IL-28s acting
as targets. Attacks sgainst ground targets in formations of %wo
and four eireraft and occasionally, flying in formations of .0 to
12 aircraft.
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Intersive firying in formations of up to sguadron and regiasnta
strength. Farticipation in army fall maneuvers: Egcorting ground
asiack and bomder formations, security of air B8pace Over BENOUTEY
axven, attecks on ground targets, intercepting enemy bomber
Yormetions, alert exercises, tranafer practices.,

This training program and intensive evelustion of air activity
indicate that, in addition o a general magtering of the airernft
during deytinme, a% night and in weather conditions which still

permii a lsnding with ground visibility, the fighter pilots wers
particulsrly intensively trained in combat activity and gunnsxy ,
4ttack practices with gun oamera or ball ammunitior at slseve tergeta
towed by WiG-1%s were made nlmost daily. The attacks were xenorally
made Trom the »ight or left side ot an agimutna angle of 30 %o 4%
degress. These gpproach flights were repeatedly made by aircrai’s
flying in formations of twe or four. When firing with ball emmsnitien
was practiced, 1% was occasionally obssrved taat wup t¢ 4 mircraft in
succession fired &t the same sleevs target, so that the rasulss were
possibly evaluated as if firing had besen practiced Ly formetions of
two o four airezaft. For attack practices at bonbers, +he bemher
regimante Yemporarily detached 1 or 2 IL-28s with siesve targsts

to tho fighter regiments. Prom ths fact thet these exercises wars
held I'requently, 1% is assuned that the fighter units of the
Twenty-Fourth Alx Army are fio be 2uployed sgainst sirborns targets,
which mesns in fac% that they will be primsrily used for air dafonss
missions in the zons of operations of the Soviet Army.

Firing at ground targets usually increased before the beginning of
the fall maneuvers. These exercises were generally conducted by
aireraft fiying in formations of two and four. The formetiong fell
off fiom altituder batween 1,200 and 1,500 metere at a €liding angle
of 20 to 60 degress, each plane firing 5 to 8 rounds from ajroraflt
weapors at 2 turgst in a cormer of the airfield. The fact that thess
exerciees ware repeatedly hold indicates that great siress is laid
on the attasking of ground targets by fighter aircreft. Bombing from
NiG-1%& and HiG-1Ts was gensrally practiced over Gadow-Rossow snd
Kunmersdorf boub ranges. Thy aircraft approsched in straight line at
altitudes botwoen 1,500 end 1,800 meters and for a distsace of 2,000
to 2,500 moters, while making slight pendulum movements, Beforw falling
off, *hey pitched down for s few momenss, in order %o see the target
once nore befere iiving st an angle of 40 to 45 degrees down t¢ an
altitude of abzut 700 meters. Two bombs were simultensously drcppsd
at abcut mid-point of their dive. These atiacks were made by afrcraft
with end without suxilliary fuel tank. The bomds were suspsnded under
the wings bitween ths suxiliary fusl tanks andi the fuselage, or Just
next to the wing tanks. Bombing was repeatedly practiced by aslrcraft
flying in forxmations of twoe or three. When flying in large
formations {6 n1G-15/178), the sircraft formed a circle befors
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roleasing their bombs. After %he release, the sircraft generally
assembled in their original formation snd subsequently attacksd
AA or tenk dunmiss with aircraft weapons while gliding dowr %o
100 - 300 meters.

Formation flying by fighters showed a very good training statas.
The aircraft gensrally practiced flying in formetions of up to 1z,
During the fall maneuvers, formations of ap to 36 aircraft
(regimental strength) were observed. The tako-cffe were mads in
elements of two at intervals of 20 to 30 seconds. The airsral:
first assembled in formstions of 4 and occasionally, in formasions
of 12, Within the large formation, the 4 aircraft flew in clone
order, 1 plane to the left and 2 to the right rear of the laading
aircraft, with a distance of about 2 aircraft length and ar interval
of 1 wing span. The distance and interval betwesn the imdividual
formations of 4 aircraf4 differed according to their mission.

Ocoasionally, joint exercises were held by bombsr and fighte:r units.
The escorting fighters generally ciroled around the bomber formation,
due to their higher speed. Attacks on bomber formsetions wers ulso
made by fighters flying in formations of “wo and four.

‘It can be presumed that all fighter pilots have fully maaterad

the art of flying through the clouds, especially gince the arrival
of MiG=1Ts which are presumably equipped with improvsd instrunentes.
The minimum weather conditions previouely included a closed ceiling
at 400 meters and a visibility of about 2 km. When the sky was

not entirely overcast and with intermittert light rain, flighte

in formations of 4 aircraft were mads over the clouds, and the
aircraft individually flew through the cloud base when deacending.
It can be assumed that the Soviet pilote are fully trained in bad-
weather flights with a ceiling of about 400 metars and in rsturning
to the airfield, utilizing radio and rader equipment. No information
is available on the ability of fighter pilots to fly in large
formation through thick layers of clouds.

Although the Twenty=Fourth Air Army, due ¢o its subozdination to
the GSFG, is apparently still intended %o be Primarily employed
for army-support missions, the equipment and training of fighter
units indicate they are also responsible for the air defensa of
their quartering area (zone of operation of the Soviet Army). This
commitment will be possible because the radar and air warning net
has meanwhile been improved. While the individual Soviet Air Armies
generally have one assigned fighter corpse, the presenge of 2
fighter corps within the Twenty-Fourth Air Arny indicates that

the Sovzone Germany is considered to he an srea of consideratle
importance.

The fighter units are believed to be assigned the following missions:
Security of air space over the zone of operation in onder

to make the employment of friendly ground attack and light
bomber units possitle.
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Protection of army units by defense sgainst &nd ‘ntexfsrianoe
of attaoks by enemy fighter bombers snd boibers.

Egcorting cwm ground attack and bomber wniis.

Employment as fighter-bombers which sitack ground taxgeis
in %he combat zone of the army.

Protsotion of own airfields, assemdly posiiicns, depots,
quarters; bridges asc.

It is gensrally believed that the fighter units of the Tweniy- Fourth
Air Army have been intensively trained fo: thei:: missione iu the pvent
of hostilities and that their combat power is considsreble.

V1. Bomber Units f Twenty-Fourth Air Army

1.

Strength of Bomber Units

Six light bomber regiments and 1 reconnaissencse regiment hal tsen
subordinated to the bomber corps headquarters of the Twenty-Fourth
Alr Army antil June 195%. In late June 1953, thoase units were
withdrawn from the area of the Twanty-Fourth Air Army and diegaiched
Y0 the east. The area of destination hes rever b-sp definit
determined, but

lat lanst certain slemontas

of these bomber units were transferred te southemm Ukraine. The
purpcse of this transfer to the east has also nover heen daiermined.

In lste Kay 1954, & bomber division with % regiments was sgein
stationed in the area of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army at Wernsuchen
and Briesen airfields. The fourth (epecial regiment of this
diviaion arrived at Velzow airfield in early August 1954.

in late pMarch 1955 the srrival of a second bombur division with

3 bomber regiments and )} special regiment began and ihey wers
stationed &% Gross Doolln, Oranienburg and Reéthenburg airfialés.
These uniis arrived on 18 trains from Brest Litovak via Fraakfurs/
Oder betwesen 20 March and 6 April 1955. The trains carried (round
personnel in addition t¢ tank trucks, tank truck trailers, trvcksa,
tractore, yenerators, searchlights and other equipme:nt. The 11-28
aircraft arrived at the following airfields by air:

Orsnienburg appr 35 I1-28s beginning < 31 Msarch 1955
Groas Doelln H 28 " " or. 18 April 1955
Rothznburg " 30 * " on 22 Kay 1955

The special or separate regiment of Bmr Iiv Werneuchen was
transferred from Welszow to Briesen in mid-June i955.
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Batween 5 July and 4 August 1955, 11 traine coming from Bres.
Litovsk arrived in the Sovzone Germeny. Elght traius rowad s
#3lzow and 3 %o Gross Doelln. The cargo of these trai-e, :
particular tank trucks, workshop trucks and trucks, indicstei
that airfield supply units have arrived. Since 2 Auguei iv:5,
¥elzow airfield has been occupied by at lesst 33 [L-23& snd 2
Li-2e, while the cocupation at Gross Doelln airfield WEH UG
increased. Beginning on 22 September 1955, 3 ratl shi paaste
again left Gross Uoelln sirfield and 8 shipments left Tslzow
airfield, all of them proceeding toward Frankfuri/Oder and
Brest Litovsk. :

On 19 October 1955, the epecial regiment of Bmr Div Wernevchun
with 13 IL-28s and 2 U-IL-288 was agein trensferred froem Brisesy
to Welzow., It is assumed that the temporary stay in Welzow o’

the bomber units from the east was for training purposes t¢
acquaint Soviet pilots with geographical and mnetearolagical
conditions in the Sovzone Germany. Another bomber wnit LY
probably planned to be traneferred to Gross Doella. % is vnicown
vhy this plan was not put into action.

The bomber uniis stationed in the Sovzone Germany in late 19%°
consisted of 2 bomber divisions, each division with 4 vegimonis.,
The twe diviasion headquariers were stationsd in Oranienburg and
Werneuchen., The bomber corps headquarters was also believed ¢ he
in Werneuchen since material deliveries were generally shippud
frem Werneuchen to the various bomber airfields. In addition te 3
bomber regiments, each equipped with 26 to 30 IL-28s, a foursh
regiment with 14 to 16 IL-268s is assigned to each division. These
two special regiments are stationed at Oranienbury and Welzow
airfields. A% Oranienburg airfield, it was olearly recognized that
the aircraft of the two regiments were stationed #eparately; the
IL-288 of the bomber regiment wsre parked in the northern sestion
of the lending field, while the aireraft of the gpecial reginent
were generally parked in the southern section. The aircraft of

the two regiments were also parked separately at Briesen airi'ield
when the special regiment of Bmr Div Werneuchen was temporarily
stationed there. Neither the air activity aor the equipment ¢f the
IL=2€s amssigned to the special regiments indicated that these
units had special missions when compared with the boamber regiments.
It is assumed; however, that they are employed ae reconnaissance
and pathfinder aircraft.
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nerss might huve a totel stremgzin of aboub
“¢ thes? aixcraft, scme IL-288 were tem;
v dighter airfiolds for terget represersaiin:

aac uhzt the dotalls at Parchim =nd \:v.utnﬂwg %
iotachnﬁ for employment oves *he* W 8LTOW

';h,(: Snvzona o Germazuy is beliavad f;c be i

£253%0%y by Bombor Units

procsdure of the bomber unite sasigred to the e
e 33 similar to that of ¢he fightur uwaits. Lus o it
nlona varying from those of fignter wnits, thw sc :
ucl stress on long navigationel fliighis, forastic
Sreining dn bombing. Night flylag act.vity mes ol sc
@ & gorparatively large scale.

Forngts iriug vas generally performed in fornetiasns of ¥ und
interval and distance belween the individual w.zo
7 L-28 wing ospan. During praciice {1 ghts in 1aigs
vp to 40 IL-28s, the follewing 2 foomations weis

abcarveds  Flring in Veformatior, wiil: the slemants
> in g tine, “hus forming a very cobtuse medgs #with =

¥

line sgeinst fighters aitacking from ths xear. and
iun Tormation consisting of syusdron wadgxs, each of
irg behind one another. The column has a grsater

sz ¢hanging cecurse than the wide spresd-eut Y=foruities.
{ forpation flying will depend on the iype of the targes
@ The take-off for formation flying wze ;enera.ly
cordueied n ¢lements of two; the aireraft were parked in 2 “gas tn
the left and xight sides of the runway. It was ornce ohserved ihat
18 [L-282 %ook off within 4 minutes and 45 asconds =2nd landed in 7
minutaz., Tn ancther qase, 40 IL-288 landed withinm 19 ufinutes

Bomving praciicesn by the homber units were mostly conducted aver the
of Kurmersdor® (northeest of Jueterbey) and Gadew-Roseow
; oof Yittstoek). Mostly, individual bombns were dropped
during ind vidual attecks from altitudes between ..,500 and 10,000
motaps wi and without ground visibility. Occasienally, salve bosbving
of 3 bnqu @il formation ombing from 9 or 15 IL-28g was practicsc.
tine torget on tho ground generally was repressnted Ly s
(. meters in diametsr which was lime psinted. During
sxercisss with ground visibility, the periphery of
marked by >urning oll coniainers. When Lombing without
biliiy wae practiced, target-simulating rellectors wexre
o3h treining fields and the IL-28e aypreached thase
'f zaang of their airborne redar gear Appreach fiighte
w3r: presumably also contrelled by ground redar (Sherar).
2% ;arions detonations were heard and various fiwe
phaxome ien? we:e geen indicate that, during night bombing, the pointe

(scathe

greamd

pieoed

mf".@ ctern
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of azpaoct were let2rmined by photographs ani thet
of ‘he huabks ¢ea D3 markesd by tracer compesiiior.
that bombirg wes mdstly conductsd at night ivdicets i
evert of nestilitles, attacks by tactical bawbexr voits
gce e can te exyected at nighs.

It wppeare that ths bomber units of the Twanty-Feurin Ay Awvy
whisrh conduet vary intensive tralning activity heve achievad
goorl atriking power. During the fall mansuvirs by the Iavies
foriwtiens of up to 40 IL-288 ware chserved in the maneaver
Although the IL-28 is inferior in flying spasd tc the Y3

eirvniraft, it in ballieved that the beombar units car ope:
sucoessfnlly in the front ssctor and the rasr zone
during daytine wiltn the nucessary fighter eatort. b
be neesible $o coonit the bombers te the limit of their flipirsg

¥I1l. Geround fttack Unito of Twenty-Fourth Air Army

1.

Stremgh of drosnd Attack Unite

The % reximents of GA Div Alt Leemmewi®z, formerl) aguip.ed wii;
the cbaaelete I1L-10 sircreft, have bean retrrining on Wik}
A1t Leoennewitz and Finsterwalde airfielde asinte late fpril & s
For this retraining, GA Regt Brandie jransfsrred to Plastexawids io
ear’y May 1$94. Siace training activity on #iG-l%s has seen uadery
way for aligast 2 yesrs it is to be sssumad shat tlis daviasion is
now an opevebionel fighter-bombey unit. It ame not heen detsrmluad
tha’ the divieion wes equi.ped with newly arrived H1G-15e, ncwsvsr.

detached by Tightar unite of the Twenily- Foarth Air Army. Dusing
inprovensent work at Alt Loennewitz sirfileld, the ground attack
regiment stssionel there was transfexrrved to Branceniuwrg-brizat

this pericd irndicated thet the regiment was equi;ped with abdout

20 :3G=-1%e. It can be assumed that each of the %ve regiments
gtetioned an Finsterwalde is also equipped sith ewvout 3Q kil 1%a, se
thei the entire ground atitack divielon might have a teial strength
of sbout 90 HiG-15s.

G& Div Branderiurg, howevor, is still equipped wiith JL-10s2.

During tte poeriod when GA Regt (MiG-15z) Al%t Loaimewitz was
ateijone? at Brandenburg-3viest airfield, the GA legt (I1-10n)
Brendenburg-Srieet had transferred o Deebsritz &irfield. The laiter
regiment warn stationed at Brandsnburg-Industriehe’en for about 4

wecks before its final return to Brandenburg-Briest.|
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The 3 ;recund attack regiments have the following aircraft
strength:
GA Regt DErandsnburg-Briest 45 IL-10a k 25X1
GA Regt Erandenburg-Industrie- 48 IL-10s
hafen
GA ngt Stendal 32 IL-10s

It is essumed that the ground attack divisions of the Twenty-Fourth
Air Army ere equipped with about 90 Mi1G-19% and 125 IL-10a.

" Training Activity by Grouwnd Atdack Units

The training yrocedure of the ground attack units is similsy %o
that of the fighter units in the course of the year. Howaver,

the ground atiack units, similar tc the bomber units, mosily
practice flying in formations of 4 airceraft and at regimental
atrength, borhing individually and in formations. In particular
during the fall meneuvers of the Soviet Army, which mainly
involved the 3 regiments of GA Div Brandenburg, IL-10s wexe
observed flying in formations of up to 48. 3quadrons of 9 to 12
IL-10s flew almoat in sgquadren line formation, while largex
distances vere kept betweem the individual squadrons of regimenial
columns. By thias formatlion it was intended to concenirate to she
highest. possible degree the effect of defensive weapons of the
IL=10 formationa firing to the rear. Low level attacks at ground
targets were practiced cn the airfields of ground attack regiments
almost every day. Up to 9 IL-10s assembled in a circle at
altitudes between 1,000 and 1,500 meters and the individual
aircraft auctossively left their position in the circle and dovs
down €0 150 or 200 meters at an angle of 30 to 45 degrees.

Bombing practices over Gadow-Rossow training field, and in
particularly over Kuumersdorf bomb range wexe mostly held in
formations of between % and 12 IL-10s. When flying in large
formations of up te 35 IL-10s, a distance of about 400 metexrs waz
held betwean the individual squadrons; the individual squadrons
flew in close-order formation almost ian & line,dived down from about
1,500 maters %o 400 to TOO meters and then attacked the targeis

at an angle of 30 to 45 degrees. The airarafi generally made the
following 3 ettacks:

1 st attack dropring of 2 hombs
2nd  attack firing of 2 rockets, while diving down %o
150 - 200 meters
3réa attack firing with aircraft weapons aftor diving dowa

to an altitude of 50 metere
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Night flying ectivity wam not conducted as frequently as the
described types of ¢raining. Individual troining was rapeatedir
eboerved in the vicinity of the airfield in very diflizuls ssaiher
condisicns and with a visibility range of around 2 k.

The M4G-158 of GA Div All Loennewitz generally precticed £iyin:
individually and in formstions of up to Y aixcreft. The forzsr
airfieli near dabern-Gahro north of Finsterwalde wus usaed as
firing range. Jiving practices at an angle of betweer 40 and o0
degrees and firing practices with burstz of fire of 2 %e¢ 8 rounds
wsre held there, Bombing practices by this division were prebabiy
also held at Kummersdorf bomb range, where it was imponsible W
distinguish tho exercises held hy fightera and fighter-bombara .

HiG-l5s and I1,-10s were cbaerved prssticing horisontal high-
altitude bombing over the two training fields. Thecs bombing
practicea were presumably controlled by ground rsder sets, sinoe
neither iG-15: nor IL=10s are able %o bomb ground tergets in
horizontal high-altitude approech flight. The command for
releasing the homb was presumally trensmitted from the ground
radar gaot to the aircraft by voice-radio communicatien.

VI1I. Reconnaisasnce Up:.ts

The special or separste regiments of the two bomber divisions, which
poesibly are roconnaissance units, were mentioned together with the
bomber units. n addition to the 18 fighter regiments of the &
fighter divisions, a nincteenth regiment is alae 25X1
equipped with #1G-15/178. On the baeis of abservations covering
ssversl years, thisregiment probably is an independent regiment,
which is apparontly not subordinated to a fighter division. Th:is
assunmption is particularly supported by the observation that the
regiment was eiationed at Welzow airfield during the absence of
the bomber units between August 1953 and July 1954, while it had
formerly besn stationed at Koethen airfisld which belongs to #tx
Div Kerseburg. Tha fact that the regiment was withdrawn from the
area of Merseburg Ftr Div indlcates that it had not been suberdinated
to this divieion. In July 1954, the regiment returned %e Kosihen

\ since Wslzow a.rfield was again occupied by a bomber unit. In August

1955, the reginent transferrsd from Koethen to Altenburg, and was

N\ thus exchanged against a regiment of Ftr Div Merssburg which was

'\ located in Altonburg together with e regiment of Ftr Div Grosaenhain.
\ This exchange vas presumably made, in order to avoid one airfield
being occupied by regimente of two differsnt fighter divisions.

Altenburg gTrf .eld is now occupied by s fighter regiment

of Div Grossenhain and & presumed reconnaiseance : 25X1
regiment No further infsrmation has been receivaed 25X1
which might support the assumption that the latter unis is a

reconnaissance unit. It is believed, however, that a taotical air
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army 13 equipped with at least one regiment of famt wecoenziaiiunnia
aircrafi. The regiment equipped with Yak-lls, which is alse
atationed at ’erbet airfield in addition to a fighter re.fweus,

iz also believed to be & regiment with special missions, pYeueanly
artillery reconnalssance missions. This regiment had been stuiioned
at Stendal ainfiold until early 1954 and, at that $ime, wsm wsiill
equipped with IL~-10s. In the course of 1954, the regiment wws
equipped with Yalk-1ls and primarily conducted artillery missionu

ir connection with artillery units of the Soviet Army, which
practicad at Altengrabow troop training grounds. There havs heen
slight indica.ions that sn element of this regimert, in %the
meantime hag been equipred with MiG-1l%5a.

IX Transperi Units

The 3 transport regiments of the Twenty-Fourth &ir Army ave shill
assigned different missions. The regiment at Neubrandsnburg airfield
which is equipped with about 20 Li-2s and 5 helicephaers 25X1
of type 36 is beliieved to be & transport unit for air landing
troopas and pairachute trcops; equipment is posesikly alse transporied
by this uvnit. Obazervations covering severnl years indicate, howaver,
that the reginent is generally intended to be employed as & whels
for tactical niosions. During the fall maneuvers of the last 3 or 4
years, the reginent was used for tha above-mentioned missicna; the
commitments wure mostly made from Altenburg, Brendie and Erfurt-
Bindersieben uirfields, '

Tre trensport and couriecr regiment| | of the Hq Twaaty-Pourth 25X1
Air Army which i3 equipped with about 12 Li-2s, 3 Po-28 and 3 Ya.-l4s
iz still stationed at Schoenefeld airfield. Thie regiment was
transferred firom Staaken $o Schoenefeld in August 1953 and the
aircraft of the rogiment were marked by yellow numbers on tha
fuselage. They ware used in particular fer courlier and liaison
flights betwesn the Hq Twenty- Fourth Air Army end the subcrdinated
units. Individual aircrsft of the regiment ware occasionally
observed meking intermeiiate landings at almost ail airfields in
the Sovzone o Garmany. Li-2s of ths regiment were presumatly
detached to tae individwal flying units for the routine parachute
Jumpas of the Tlying pervonnel. A few aircraft of the reogiment ara
probably stationsed at Werder airfield where the headquaxters of
the Twenty-Foarta Air Aimy is stationed. Another tranasport uait
o the Soviet Air Force, which is also equippad with 25X1
Li-28 and somd IL-128 and is presumably subordinated to the 3SFG,
hes been statlonsd at Schoenefeld airfield since 1952. Accerding
to availeble information, the aircraft of this unit conduot
liaison missions between the Sovzons Germany end the USSR e&nd
probably perforn mostly military courier and trsmsport flights.
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Tre southern nection of Schoenefeld airfield callsd Diepsrasee
iz used by aivcraft of the civil airlines of the USSE {Asyeilen’
ard of the satellite stutes and is also used as air homa Ly ohe
newly e¢atablished East Cerman Lufthansa.

Details of about 3 Po=2 liaison aircraft were formeriy séatiorsi
at airfislds nesr the posts of the army hesdquarters of tha Sovist
Army, szich as Dresden-Klotzsche, Finow-North, Megdeburg-Scuthy,
Weinar-Hest, Rathenow and Altengrabow ailrfields. ¥o mirwurafi wei:
observed at these airfields during 1955, while the aixfields =i
Schoenwalde, .ueterbo; lamm and Dresden-Eeller {prior to
constxuction work in Dresden-Klotzache) were still occupied by
details of 6 to 10 Po-2s which were poasitly employed as liuisen
airoraft and for tralning purposes by artillery observezs.

Training Units

Special train‘ng unite for flying personnsel have not besn daherm.red
a¢ far. It ia probable fthat the pilets haé been trained in the U3SHE
sc thut spaciul training with jet aizcraft could begin immed:ste.y;
this was particularly the case with the pilots which were nouly
azsigned %o the air units within ths perscnnel exchange progirem

ir. fall. Ia particular the fighter uniia &res equipped with a smail
nuzber of Fo-2s and Yak-lls in order $o meke initial Ilight

training possible if required. These sizcraft presumably wiil be
individually ompioyed Lfor special zxercises, such as inatrunent
flying and landing proesdures. iiost of the training sotivity,
however, is done on U-iiG=15/17s and MiG-15/1Ts. It is not known

if each squadron of the individual regiments ias amssigned soun

of the new pilots or if initial treining on jet alreraft ie condacted
in a special aquadron of esach regiment or in a specific regiment of
sach division.

The training of %“echnicel ground personnel is atill eonducted

ir Doeberitgz, which, according %o available information, is ocounied

by two differont units. One of these units is believed to bs the

besic air technical schaol and the cther one the 25X1
training; unit particulerly designed fer tvechnicel 25X1
persornal whe wilil later work om jet aircraft and Jet engines.

Tre persennel of the bamic air technical school (&t Syrausberg
alrfield unti. Kovember 1955) are meinly quartered in Richthofen
Kegserne. A teial of 1,200 to 1,500 men are assuzed to be nasigned
to this schoo!. whers physicel exercises are held and hasic military
training 4s conducted. The classrooms of this unit are equipped
with skatches of aircrait and radlo sets; instruction charts and
redio sets for training purposes. The existence of instructiom
workshopse indicete that mechanics, vngine fitters, weiders and
carpenters &re trained there.
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¥est of the parsonnel of the other technical treining uafs,
(stationed a% Altenburg airfield un%il May 1954} are quariszai
ir the former NSKK Keserne. Tho personnel strength ef ihis wait
ie estinated at 1,200 to 1,500 men. Some of the training
fecilities of this unit are located in the hangers on tha
gouthora edge of Doeberite airfield. These hangsrs house sbous

9 EiG-158 and 2 [L-28s, which are not used for flying. Engine
test runs wers rapeatedly made with Kil-15 om tlocks oubaids

of tha hangara. [t is almost definite tha® the engines weis 07
undergolng repair, since shipments with engines oxr o%aer
equlipment werz naver observed arriving a% or lesving the hengows.
The perscunsel o the technical training wnits are genasrally
exchangsd in Odctober of each year. in Octeber 1%¢5%, asout £,500
reerutlts arrived and were temporarily quartered in & aangsy and
gther makoshilt quarters, since the trainasd percounel had zas
yoat left the yuartering facilities. The duration of the
individael $riining courses is obviously not fired gxactly ainue
snother 3C0 %3 350 recruita had elrsady arrived in Juns 1955,
According %o avallable informaiion, mest of the iralnad pzrwnnel
are distributed fo the individual unit¢s in the Sovzons Germany,
while only & zmall portion go %o tha U3SR.

XL. Supply of PTweaty-Fourth Air Amy

1. dviation Puel

Tye mir uwnits of the Twanty-Fourth Aly Arwey are being supplisd
with avistion fael from the two fuel planis at Schwsrzhetide asd
Boehlen in ths GDR and aylso from thse USSR, The deliveries irow
the two fuel plants to the fuel depoats of the Twenty-Fouxrsh Alp
_Army and diracst supplien to ths individual airfields could not %=
complotely determined, but it is known thst the scheduled
production of aviation fuel in the CIR in 1955 wmounisd %
74,000 tons of aviation gesoliae for ceconventionnl aircraft ani
110,000 tcne »>f aviation fuel for jot elrcraft. The fallawing
gquantities of aviation arrived frem the U3SR:

Volten Fuel Depet 4,000 tonm 25X1
Aken Fuel Dapot 22,000 tons
Riesa ¥ual Dspot 6,000 3$ana

el Depot Eberswslde Eilsenapaltereil 200 %one

] | 251
ighter unite (¥1G-15/17s) 10.000 tons

Bomber unite {Ii-28s) 19,000 tons

Ground attack waits (MiG-15s) 3.000 tons
Toteald: 64,200 tons

including the undetermined deliveriss in late December 19549, the
fael shipnents from the USSR will amount %o mbout T0,000 tons,
inoluding about 65,000 tons of fuel for jet airorafé and ahbcub
5,000 tons of special fuels, oila, lubricants and addatives.
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The toial consumption of aviation fuel by unite of the Twaniy-
Fourth Air Ariay in 1955 amounted to 175,000 tone for jet

aircraft end 10,000 to 12,000 tons of aviation gasoline fox
conventicnal aircraft, including the aircraft of the VPL us

wall as sircrift of civil airlines which wvere refueled at
Schoeneleld alrfield. The main portion of aviation gasoline,
presuziably 65,000 tons, arrived from the USSR, Poland end Eungtry.

The 175,000 tana of jet fuel were comsumed by 735 KiG-15/1fs of
fightersz, reciymnaissancd and fighter-beaber aircraft, and 20
11=288, that is a total of 1,175 aircraft engines. Provided ihms
& jet engine consumes 1,600 liters # 1,28 tons of fuel per aour,
& Jet sngine 1as an average of 148 flying-hours per ysax. Tals
leads %c & meathly aversge of acercely 10 flying hours per ja%
alroraft of tae fighter and homber units. In 1953, it was etill
inposgible to claarly distinguish the missions ¢f the individual
fuel depots. At that time, Aken Depot supplied the resgimenta of
the Southern Mr Corps, Eberswalde/Eisenapalterei Depot supplised
the regiments of the Northern Ftr Corps, 3liesa Depot asupplisd ths
ragimente of the bomber corps, and VYelten Depot supplied %be denaie
of the mentioaed corpe in addition %o the ground attack and
ransport units. )

Due %o the increased fusl consumption, the direct delivery of
aviation fuel to the air units from the manufacturing planis and
from ths USSi has incrsased considerably. In 1955, Valten Dejol
was Jenerally supplied by the fuel plants at Schwargheide zni
Boehlen, and >n its part shipped fuel mosily te the greund and
transport units which were still equipped with conventional
sircraft; the delivery of jet fuel from Valten was reduced. dxen
Dopot was gensrally supplied from the USSR and mainly deliverad
fuel to the fighter units. The bomber uniis were chiefly suppiiasd
directly from the USSR and from Schwarzheide fuel plant. The fusl
dopots of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army have the following capscities
due to availdle informationa

Velten Dzpot appr 20,000 cubic mets:rs
Aken " " 10,000 cubic metels
Riess " " 10,000 cubic metsis
Fberowalde/Eisenspalterei " 5,000 cubic meters
Depot

Since the midils of 1994, the number of incoming and outgoing fuel
shipments at Velten Depot for some unknown reason heve bean
conasidsrebly lecreasd.

The capacity of the fuel dumps at each of the fighter and hombex

airfields respectively is believed to amdat to 1,000 and 2,000
cubic meters. This gives a capacity of 25,000 to 30,000 cubic meters
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at all fuel dumps at Soveone airfislds and & total capacisy of
75,000 to 80,000 oubic meters, including the air forsa Jazcis.
Concerning the fuel supply to Soviet units in the GLR 1i awnxd
of war, the fuel depot in Drugehnen (east Prussis) azj “auimiix
(Czechoslevakia) with a capacity of 100,000 and 80,000 gudie
maters reepeciively might be of some importance.

Ammuniticn

The follewing contral asmunition depots of the TwentymFourih &y

Army are knowas

Ammunition Depot Buckegu-Pramsdoxf 25X1

Ammunition Depot Finow Vorwerk
Biesenthal

A1l ammunitien shiprente from the USSR ware dispatched to tneas
two dspote; it was not determined if sammanition from the ISR
was dirsctly shipped to the individual airfields or not.

During 11 months in 1955, the following qugniities of amumritien
arrived from the USSRs

Buckeu-Fransdorf 2,400 tons
Finow -Disasnthal 5,400 tons including & small sercen tage
of ammunitiorn for the Sovies Army

kiost of the samunition ahipments, prob,bly bombs, leaving huckau-
Pramadorf were dispastchad to the bomber units at Gress Doslla,
Oranienburg, Wernsuchen, Brieasn, Rothendurg and Welzow airfields.
In March 1955, ammunition deliveries of 10 to 40 tons left Welzow
for Gross Doellm, Oranienburg and Rothenburg. In July 195%, thns
anmunition deliveries from Buckau~-Pramsdorf to Welzow weras
considerably larger than to otier bomber airfields. This might bs
connected with the temporary occupation of Welzcw airfield by a
bomber unit from the USSR between July and September 1955. It was
occasienally observed that ammunition shipments left Buckas-.
Pramadorf for Dallgow-Doeberitz and Jueterbo::.| %g§1
| An ammunition depot of the ground attack 25X1
corps ®as locatad near Dallgow-Doebaritz reilrcad station. From
this depet, ammunition shipmente left for Brandis and Alt loernswisz
in early 1954. These conneciions ware seldom observed in 1955 so
that it ie balisved that they possibly were only of locel jmportance.

The Finow~Vorwerk Biesenthal ammunition despot also stored homba,
but it was not possible to detarmine &1l sutgoing shipments to the
units of the Twaaty-Fourth Air Army. In April 1955, one amnunition
shipment lef% for Gross Doelln.

The units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Axmy are supplied with sircreft
weapons and AA ammunition from the smmunition depots of the GSKG.
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I% was occasionally observed that shipmente ficm Teapehin «
dispetched to Werneuchen, Finow, Welzow and Jueterbog, ehijzesio
frem Torgan to Alt Loennewitz, and shipmente from Aliengralow
{0 Beratel,

I% ie beiieved that the local smmunition dumps at the airfisias
sltored the reauired practice smmunition, in addition %o &
saveral week stock of sircraft ammuniticn.

Raticny
The following ration supply depots of the Tweniy-Fourth &ir Axmy
are known;

Ceutral Ration Supply Depst Justerbog iAltes Lagerx 25X1
lepot of Southern Ptr Corps Koethen

Lepot of Northern Ptr Corps Wittstock

Zepot of Bar Corpe Werneuchen

Depot of GA Corps Arandenburg

The Contral Depot in Justerbog is suppliesd by the GuiG Faisan Depois

a5 Satzkorn and Frankfurt/Cder and partially directly vy the marufacivrers.
The cerpa depsts are supplied to & large extent from Jueitwrvez Lepot aud
t¢ a smeller sxtent diractly from the GSFG depcts and +he renufechuring
firme. These corps depois supply their subordinate units shich & ise

have direct connections to the GSFG depots end %the manufacturing firms.

Trans Regt Neubrandenbusg recsives rations from ths dapot ef the
Northern Fir Corps, Trans Regt Schoenmefeld from the depot of the GA
Corps. Brendia airfield, which is presently not occupled by an eir
wit, is supplied from the depot of the Bar Corps.

The raval air foroe unists in Peonemnande[:::::::::::}recoivs rations 25X1
direcily from Jueterbog depot.

Qrdnence Tepaks

According to available information, ithe following oridnance depois
bolong to %h: Twenty-Fourth Air Army:

Central Air Force Ordnance 25X1
Crénanca Degpot of Southern Ftr Corps [Jugtexrieg Altes Lazer
QOrdnenca Dapot of Horthernm Ftr Corps Elleraonls
Cxrinsnce Depot of 3mr Corps Fingte:iwalde
Czdnencs Dapot of GA Corps Loeberitz Arsillexy

equipment Perk

the bonrber vanits
loft the Sovzons Germsny for one year. Mosit of the materisl shipments
which left Sirausberg Lapct were dispatchad to Ellerholz, .iveterbeg,
Finsterveide and Dallgow-Doebsritz, so that it is assumed shat the
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2¢0 places, 8ven 3.1‘ tbe ds ::i:sa ca..lc? nl
i 1959 at Fllerholaz, Juewr’t% and F‘msu
¢ thet the depot of the bomber corps is ef
“neherselde is supgsortsd by the faok Hhen

b erg arrived thare, and by the obasxvaiion

wen dhapatched fron Finsterwalce %o the i

My PForee lspot of Streusbsyg is locsteal
g mill en Hegermuahles. Siransg souln of
tien. Thia depoet includes sevaval astord:
:x;exnts fror the USSR end fren oubgeodng ¢
arvl from «orpy depote and srrfields, 1
jx‘ p&ri;‘iuula:r tha fellowing equipment

IR AT Tt

©conventlosnl engines

i ppare paits

3 el sredllers of vl types

chansie

vehicles ruch as *‘adir trucka, command wavs,

lu, tractirs, fiat-bed trailers, worashopr U
wiileles Jor TO .,.c’L cleaning,

¢ L:Zld potc: vehlclie tives

e
Gons
Ba

OTH
1: and bexes of &l typew
reglg

@
cral
EEN A

o
14

smends with the following equipment Lfrem ths ¢Di
vore obeervads

radio gote

such 62 scrowz, eheet mein) plstea, wirs
leads

sad scids

2loibéng
Electr, B “mlleys
Baddiatorn

Erenite rods

Falt

Lumber

28t the ceniral depot hed & pervonnsi strergin of
ars, NJ0s and EM. Occasionaly, equipment ves alsg
48 of the VPL and She VPL supply depot in Gowsrlitz,

Tt s sesumel bn
200 %o 300 ~ffic
delivered toowed

it wag repentedly determined that shipmeats of AA gunae, westly
25X1

50-nm gune, were dispsbtched \Sinc 2, in nest
nanes, the guns oame from army posis, it is sasumed that the
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guns were disvatched to the Ordnance and Equipment Depot of tas
Soviet Army[ﬁkfﬁjin the former gun repair shop in Strausberg
which is lccatad south of Air Force Depot Strausherg. The Oxdnsacse
Depct of the GA Sorpa[::::::::::;]is locatsd in the former

arvillery equipmant park south of Dallgow-Doeberitz railroad

stotion where the incoming shipuents from Strausberg were unlogdsd.
Chief of this depot is Lieutenant Colonel Besvershi (fnu), suppiy
officer ia Captain Nuzhnykh (fnu). The personnel of this dapot zre
gunritered in “he installation north of Doeveritz airfield formsrly
cecupied by the motor transport training battelion. In comnecticn
with personnel, at this poct,[::::::::%fwaa observed in a guard

book. The depot is alse connectsd with the quartering facilitisse

on Thaelmann Platz north of Richthofon Kassrne where the headquarters
of the technical division of the GA Corps is housed. The former
artillery equipmant park includes ssveral storehouses and garages.
Incoming shipmsnts of boxes, barrels, aircraft tail units, wings,
aircrafd tires, tail wheels and aluminum containers were observsd.

9. Repair Shops

Reyair sheps for airfremes and engines are known to bs locafed
ats

Icebherita
Jueterbog
Altep Lager
Rangedori

Tha Doaberitz repalr shep including 3 or 4 engine test atande is
lecated in the workshops in the northeastern section of Doeberitz
airfield. The sound of engines heard there and the reported
dinensions of orates, in which engines errived and left, indicate
that conventional and jet engines ara being overhauled and repaired
in this repair shop. In 1955, 200 to 300 engine crates were
obaerved srriving, but it was not possible %to determire the total
incoming shipments.

\ Chief of the Doeberitz repsir
shop 1s Hajor Botrov (fnu), supply officer iz Major Krayevol (fov).
Ths sold ers assigned to the shop are quartered in buildings on
Herold Piatez, west of Richthofen Kaserne.

Juaterbcg repair shop ie located in a large workshop in the
nerthers: section of the nousing ares at Jueterbog alrfield.

P™om treffic connections with bomber and fighter airfields e&nd
from {ke reported size cf the crates it ia assumed thet this

repsir shop mainly overhauls arnd regairs jet engines, most of which
pessibly belong to the Southern Ftr Corps and the bomber corps.

A laxge portion of repair and overhaul work on jet engines lis
probsbly dena by the air units themselves.
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Rangsdorf repair shop is located in the hangar area in the
northeastern section of Rangsdorf airfield, where 2 engins

test stands are also available. According to observations

nade, conventicnal engines, mostly of trensport and courier
units are being overhauled in this shop. Incoming shipments

of aircraft scrap wera repeatedly observed. After August 1959,
about 100 airoraft crates probably containing liaiscn airorafs
of type Yak-14 arrived there. The Yak-l4s will probsbly replsse
the Po-28., Cn the basis of observations made, it is believsd
that the repsir and equiyment base for tramsport and couries
units is locuted at Rangsdorf airfield. The repair shop for
radio seta and radio trucks| 'probably is atill
located at Justerbog Demm airfield. The personnel strength of
this ghop allegedly amounts tc 125 to 130 men. Ho detailed
information is available on the size or sctivity of this repsair
shop. The repair shop for special motor vehicles, such as
tractors, csterpillar {ractors etc. \haa been
ntationed at Brandis airfield since about June 1955. Until that
date, the unit had been located at Dresden-Kloizsche airfield,
which is scheduled to he used by the aircraft industry of the
GDR. It had to vacate that installetion when improvement worl
began there. All Soviet units stationed st the airfields in
Sovzone Germany, send their spscial motor vehicles for rspuir
and overhauling to the unit at Brandis airfield. A driving
achool is also iocated there.

Clothing and Eguipment

A central depot for clothing end equipment is aligo
located in Justerbog Altes Leger. It is mainly supplied fron
the GSFG depots at Bernau and Frankfurt/Oder. It is assumed
that euch air corps has & clothing depot attached to it which,
like the corps ration depots, probably are located at Koethen,
“ittatook, Dallgow-Doeberitz end Wernsuchen.

Storage of Runway Mats

Since October 1954, shipments of runway mats from Leipzig-
Plagwitz have continuously arrived at Brandis airfield. Moss

of theas mats vere manufactured by the VEB IFA Sheet formation
Plant Leipzig end stored at Brandis airfield. iccording <o
available information, these runway mats were 3,034 um long,
440 nm wide and 2.6 mm thick, each plate weighing 31.5 kg and
having a useful surface of 1.2 square meters with lap inset
eyes. On the basis of these dimensions; & total of 100,000 suach
rlates with & total weight of 3.I150 tons would be required %o
cover a runway, having a length of 2,000 meters and a width of
60 meters. About 350 cerloadz of sheet metal plates had arxived
at Brandis by Ootober 1955. If each car carried a load ocapacity
of about 20 tons, the zhipments had a total weight of 10,600
tons, or roughly around 338,000 runway mats. During the same
period, about 3,400 tons of runway mats were dispatched from
Brandis to the following airfields:
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300 %ons to Merseburg

100 soms to Neuruppin

280 “ons to Grossenhein

2,720 %one te Schlotheim.
weI)
total o 900 toms of these mats/iispatched directiy from

Leipuig-Piagwits to Schlotheim so “hat the total of runway met:
shipped %o S:hlotheim smounted to 1,600 tons. Thie nwams that
ebout 113,000 runway mats have arrived thers, if the assumed
welght of 31,5 kg for each plate 1: true. According to these
statenentn; s ruway with a minimus lsngth of 2,000 nmeters ard
& widsh of 62 meters could have bsen established there. The
runwey pais delivered fo the other airfields ars probably uned
for sirengthsning airoraft hardstande or extending stripe of
runsay and taxivays. From Leipzig-Plagwitz, about 900 tons wers
shipped to Grossenhain end 26C to Fuetnitz in November 1955,

The 7,200 tons of runway mate which remained at Brandis ailrfisld
would suffice for 2 runways of the same dimensione ss that at
Schlothein sirfield.

Runway ma%s have been stored at Schoenhauser Daam airfield sinc:
Saptembor 1952. The pile of mels ol:merved there was 70 to 90
maters long, 12 to 15 wide and 7 meters high. It wae occasionsl”
obgerved that a le-mstsr-high bundle coneistsd of 20 gheet metsl
plates. Ths regorted size of the pils indicatss that about L0G,000
plates were stored at the field. This quantity would be
sutfficisnt for & runway 2,000 meters long and 6D meters wide.

in 1954, the platee were derusted. In late 1953 and early 1954,
} shipmants of plates wsre observei proceeding from Schoenhause:
Damm %o Brest Litovek. Therefore, it is unknown if the plates
wors only atored at that installation or if they were scheiuled
to be usec. for the eatablishment of a runway there.

4 Garz airfileld which is presently under conatructivn, & rurwey
2,000 x 80 maters is also to be covered with runway mets. Sinoe
late Juiy 1955, it has been cbserved that an unidentified numbe:
of shees nedal plates srrived at Ahlbeck railroad staztion and
from there wers trucked to Gers aixfield. The origin of the
prlates sould not be determined. Shipments from Leipzig-Plagwitsz
or Brandis %o Ablbeck were nct observed. Several rail shipnente
of undetermined content which proceueded via Frankfuri/Oder e
4Ahlvesk led %o the assumption that the runway mats for Garz
airfield vame from the USSR. This sssumption is plausible. sinece
Garz airfield, in comnnestion with I'eenemvende sirfiald, will

bs used dy naval air force units.
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Alrfield Consiruction Projacts in the Sovzone Germany

According so the construction stutus a% Gross Dosilm, Jocksdoor,
Oranienburg and Rothenmburg airfislds in late 1954, these Fielis
hars presunably been ready for uiilization since spring 1955.
In April 1955, the 3 sirfields a% Gross Doelln, Oranienhury o id
Rothsnburg were cocupied by the newly arrived 2nd Bmr Div and,
at the same time, Jocksdor{ airf:eld was taken over by %hs 2ni
Kommarde (formerly Abteilung - Dntachment) of Lrewitz Aszocius.

In spite of the pressnce of a bomber regiment, improvemeni work
at Grose Doelln airfield is continuing there under designation
¥ 101. This is the largest airfinld in Sovzons Germany snd ia
provided with 2 runways 3,500 meiers and 2,400 metars long. The
seccond construction stege includad expansion of the smmunition
dunp, establishment of 2 connecting roeds to Gross Doelin -
Kurtschlag road, widening of the taxiways south of the main
runway to a width of 33 meters, hut was primarily conc¢srned with
tha sztablishment of buildings. York on & flight contrel huililing
va3 being espacially pushed. The basement of this building wiil
probably house headquarters room: which are protecied by a
130-0m-thick concreta ceiling. Another building, protected in a
eimilar way, was estublished for a generator. Similar structuves
wece built for radio instaliations. These buildinga were
oongiracted with the help of Bauunion Magdeburg and Bauunion
Berlin since VEB Irg Tiefbau Brandenburg was also chargad with
other conetruction work.

Improvement work at Tutow nirfieid was done under designaiion

W 103. Due to defective concreting work on the 2,400-meter muawsy,
the field was not sccepted by a Soviet comnisalon until Auguss

1955. Most of the construction psrsonnel of VEB Ing iefhau
Brandenburg were detached %o Gary airfield project. Tutow airiield
has not ye% buen occupled by a Soviet unit, presumably, bacause

of the bad-weuther season. Xt wan only temporarily occupied by

a VPL unit; which had 15 $c 18 Ynk-1ls,between 15 und 2l October
and beiween 29 December 1955 and 8 January 1956, The VPi. unit

was partioipating in KVP exercises in the Ahlbeck-Jaegserbrueci area.

Improvement work at Wolfsbehringen airfield, which had designatien
No 541, was &lso delayed. Bauunion South, which wes in charge of
the work, completed the 2,200-meer runway by the end of 1955

and ao occupation of the fia%g is expected in the spring of 1956.
This field, which 1s located‘8%osest to the western zonal
boundary of any Soviet airfield, possibly will be occupied at
first by e formation of 4 alert f'ighters only. It is belisved %that
Wolfsbehringen airfield will temporarily assume the prsvious
nissions of Exfurt-Bindersleben esirfield, since the conatruction
status of this field will not permit permanent occupation by
entire units year-rotnd.
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In Ociober 1954, preparatory work was steted for the constructiom
of Allstedt mirfield (W 542) west of Querfurt. Xork st this fie 4
progrecsad very slowly due to 1nad9qua€3af2§111tien foxr ths
consiruction workers of VEB Ing Tielbau Bgandenburg snd
vafavorablie nature of ihe soil. Therefore, teat consreting on

the soheduled 2,000-meter runway did not begin before September
1955. During the winter month of 1955/56, the work force was
reduced %o aboul 300 mon, while the other workers were detached
to Stendal sirfield, so that work st Allstedt will not be
complated before the spring of 1956. Accerding to previous
experisnce, bLllstedt airfield will be ready for cccupation, &t
the eurliest, by an air unit in the late suumer of 1956,

In June 195%%5; & construction site was eetablishsd by VEB Ing
Tiefhan Brarienburg at the former Gary airfield (W 032) where a
2,000-me%ar-long auxiliary runway of runway mats is %o be built
Garz eirfieli presumably will be used as an emergency airfield

for Peensaouends field, where the firmness of the soil does not
meet regquirementis during winter and spring. The required runway
mats have alresdy arrived at Garez eirfield, which will presumeb.y
he ready there for utilizatior in the summer of 1956. Comstiuction
work thus far observed hes been very intensive., Betwsen
cpproximately May and October 1955, ths runways at Ait Leannewl iz
{Object No 7L of Bauunion South) and ¢roesenhain (Object No 72

of Bauunion Iresdon) wers provided with & new concrete cover about
15 om %hick, so that the two runweys had a concrete strength of 30
t0 3% am. At Al%t Loennswitz airfield, a concrets taxiway 14 mstors
wide and 20 :m vas also established with connecting lenes to thn
cunway. In the neantims, the ground attack and fighter reginent:
respactively were tranaferred to Brandenburg-Briest and Brandis
and Altsnburs.

Betwasn Hay nnd September 1955, an auxilisry runway of steei plates,
presumably Z,000 meters long and 60 meters wide was constructed on
a ares, about 2,000 x 600 meters, -ocated near Schlotheim, eaust of
Muehlhausen {n Thuringia. The required runway mats arrived from
Brandis airfield and from the Leipsig-Plegwitz sheet formation
plant. Tus to favorable soil conditions, only minor grading work
was necessary before the plates were laid. Since no othexr airfisld
ingtallations ware established nor a spur track laid, the
installatior moat probably is to be utiilized as an emergency
airfield ané is not in%tended to be permanently occupied by an

air unit. The short period of time required for work at the fie.d
indicates that auxiliary airfields can be established within a
conparatively short tiwe, provided that & sufficient quentily ol
runwey rpate i@ available.

Construction plans for 1956 include the construction of a runway
at Stendal sirfield and renewsl work on the runways at Finow and
Rechlin-Laersz airfields. The grass-covered airfields are becoming
of lesaer imporience as a result of the ground attack units being
re-equipped with LiG=15s. In the late fall of 1954, surveying

work had already been done at the former airfields near
Keuhardenberg, about 5% km east-noxtheast of Berlin, Calau-Broniow,
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10 km south of Calau and Luckau-Altena, 45 km wset-northwoess: of
Cotttus. The beginning of construction work, howsver, has aot yut
besn obgsrved. Surveying work was also done in November 1955, ao
the Cochatedter Flur, between Cochstedt, Koenigsaus and
Schedeleben north of Aechersleben. In May 1955, 200 hecterss of
land near Ringleben, along the Erfurt-Nordhausen railrosd lipe
wgre confiscated for the construction of an airfield. It is
possible that the former airfield near Alperstedt wes to be
enlarged. Since April 1955, weod clearing and grading work hes
been dous in the wooded area edjacent to the former Borkheide
airfield, went of Beelitz. No details on the size and purpIs€
of the work are known. Work gangs of Bauunion South were
eagoubled to begin improvement work at Neuhausen airfield nees
Cottbus. A% Stravsberg airfield, preparatory work is to begin
for en intended occupation by & courier and liaison squadron

of the KVP headquarters.

The importance cf Dresden-Klotzsche airfield increased in
counection with the establishment of an Fast Germany airoraft
industry. In larch 1955, & construction site of Bauunion South
wvas eetablished at this airfield and the construction of
&aserbly hangars and & runway 3,000 to 4,000 meters long began.

At presont, fthe following :irfield@ are available for the
Twenty-Fourth Air Army and the VPL:

1 airfield with a runway, 3500 meisrs long at Grose Doelln
10 airfields with runways from 2,500 to at Altenburg, Briecen,
2,800 meters long Drewitz, Jockscorf,
Oranienburg, Perchim,
Rothenburg, %¥alzow,
Wernsuchen and Zerlet.

19 airfields with runways frem 2,000 to at Alt Loennewitz, Brandemburg-
2,400 meters long Briest, Brandis, Ccttbus,

Dessau, Finow, Fineterwalda,
Grossenhain, Jueteirbog,
Merseburg, Neubrancenburg,
Neuruppin, Pustnitsz,
Rechlin-Laerz, Schcensfeld,
Tutow, Wittatock,
Wolfsbebringen, FPee¢nsmuende
(naval air force)

9 airfields with runwiys from 1,100 to at Brandenburg-Induetriehafen,
1,800 meters long Koethen, Leipzig-Mcckau,
Schoenwalde, Staaken. »
% airfields with runways covered with at BautzonaLittqm, Exrfurt-
runway mats, 2,000 to Bindersleben, Sichlctheim.

2,300 metsrs long
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12 airfields without runways at Buchhelz, Deeboritz,
Kemeng, Leipzig-Scikeudiis,
Mehlwinkel, Hahgadorf,
Reinsdorf, Rstzow,
Schoenhauser Damm, Stendal,
Strausberg, Ferdex

The following airfielda are under construction:
2 airfields with runways at Allastedt, Dresdan-Klotzsche

1 airfield with auxiliary runway covered at Garz
with runway mats
7 airfields for which asurveging work was at Borkheide, galuam
done; the future status Bronkow, Cochstedt,
cannot yet be inferred Luckau-Altens, Neuhardenberg,
Neuhausen, Ringlebsn.

Underground work on the airfielde which were to be newly a-tablished
was still being done primerily by the VEB Ing Tiefbau Brendsnburg and
the Bauvunion South. At Crossenhain airfield, Bauunion Dresdsn was
charged with work on the runway. Construction work on the buildings
was partially done by non-specialized bauunions. Superior contral

of construction work was still performed by the Soviet Air Forocs
Construction Staff in VWerder which was allegedly to trannfei to
Wuensdorf in the beginning of 1956. In the future, airfield
construction projects will probably be supervised by the special
construction bureaus of the Kech Organization. This measure migiat
indicate that construction work at airfields, at least ths
construction of large airfields for the Soviets, has reached a
certain status of satisfaction, so that further construction work,
in particular for the VPL, has been turned over to the VPL
construction staff in Cottbue.

Construction work on naw airfields also involved Soviet ccnstrustion
units from Wildpark Werder; in addition to the VEB Ing Tiefbau
Brandenburg and the Bauunion South. These units which were .
especially equipped with grading equipment and caterpillar tractors
were primarily employed in preparatory and final work at the
individual sirfields. Concreting work is not being done by thess
units.

Radar Network in Sovzoane Germany

The improvement of the rader network is connected with the
development of the fighter units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army.
The establishment of this net astarted in 1949. In late 1950,
each airfield which was occupied by a fighter division was
equipped with a Dumbo-type radar set. In the spring of 1941,
an advanced belt of radar stations located at Plauen, Gotha,
Quedlinburg and Gardelegen, sach equipped with a Dumbo, was.
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egstablished zlong the western zonal boundary. In Ap‘h- 19520 tha
first Kniferwvst-type sets were observed in these staiicne ang,
after a short puriod Fishnet-type sets fcllowad. In the counne

of 1952, all praviously known radar stations, including those of
the fighter 2ivisions were equipped with 1 Dumbo, 1 Knifarsst andg
1 Fiashnet each. In late September 1952, the first Tokon-typq 8Qs
vwas observed in Gardelegen radar station. In the course of 195%.
the Dumbo-type sets were replaced by Token-type sets. (n 19%4,
the fighter zirfields, the headquarters of the army staif wmid
the two corps headquariers were equipped with Token-type rader
seta. It can be assuwed that an airfield, which ia occupied by
a fighter division headquarters, presently is equipped with |2
Tokens, 1 Kniferest and 1 Fistnet and that each of the othe:
fighter airfields is equipped with 1 Token, 1 Kniferest -ani 1

. Fishnet. Individual radar stations are probably still equipped

XIv.

with Dumbo-type sets for replacement purposes. In 1955, the
advanced radzr belt was improved by new stations and some muin
stations were intensified by Boxbrick-tyre aeta.(?br tabuluuion
of location of radar sets, see Annex 3.

Besides the previous assumption on the high efficiency of the
fighter units based on the observed air ectivity, the improved
radar net also indicates that a strong and well controlled

air defense can be expected over the Sovzone of Germany. Thu
squipment of airfields occupied by a fighter division headguarters
shows that disposition and control of fighter aircraft is conducted
within the framework of training by corpe and division headquariers,
while %the radar sets on the other airfields are to be used for
determining the air situation for the units stationed there and
for navigational aids for bringing aircraft quickly in after
retwrning from commitment. It has not been determined to what
extent radar sets are employed during the landing procedurs.
However, there are indications from Jueterbog airfield that the
Crossfork-type radar set and enother still unidentified dipole

are poasibly used during the GCA gyproach.

The radar net in the Sovzone Germany is not only of great
significance for defense against air raids by Western tactical
units at targets in East Germeny but it is probably also used

as an airoraft warning center for the satellite area and the

USSR, Purthermore, it is assumed that the Sovzone Germany is alao
part of a large air defense zone to which the Twenty-Fourth,
Fourth and Fifty-Ninth Alr Armies are assigned, in addition to %he
national fighter unite of Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakin.

AA Protection at Airfields

At present there is a comparatively light AA protection at the
airfields in Sovzone Germany. Fach of the fighter and ground
attack airfields is generally equipped with a light A4 battoery
of 6 x 37-mm AA guna. A battery of 6 x 76.2-mm AA guns was only
obaerved at ilerseburg airfield. The bomber aixrfields are
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gonerally protected by light and medium AA unita. The airfielde
which are occupied by transport or VPL units have no AA
protectiion. (See tabulation Armex 4).
The subordination of the individual AA unite has not beén
completely determined so far. From past observations, it is
known that the AA units at the airfields of the Twenty=?ourfb
Adlr Army wers activated from the AA units which had been
gtationed at Parchim, Brandenburg and Zerbst prior tc¢ early
March 1952, snd formerly had been subordinated to the ISFG
(formerly GOFG).
25X1
25X1
25X1

it was still determined that taere

&rd close connections tetween the AA units and the uwnits of ths
Twenty-Fourth Air Army, which are to bte protected. In early Junc
1953, for example, a light AA battery was transferred. from
Brandenburg-3riest to Jueterbog together with a fighter rsgziment.
A similar observation was made in May 1955, when a fighter
regiment was transferred from Grossenhain to Brandis and a
portion of the AA unit also proceeded to Brandias, while ths other
portion remained in Grossenhein. When the air units retranszferred
{rom Brandis {o Groesenhain in early November 1955, the AA unit
alsc movsd back to Grossenhain by rail. The AA unitz stationed

a% Verneuchen, Briesen and Welzow airfieldas, however, remalined

in the Sovzone Germany when the bomber unite from these fialds
returned 4o the USSR irn 1953. VWhen the second bomber divisicn
from the USSR arrived in Sovzone Germany in March/April 155%,
goms Ai units also came along, for instance at Gross-Doellia
airfield. On the other hand, AA unite from Stendal Neues lager
were tranaferred to Orenienburg where a new bomber unit had
errived. These observations indicate that a especific number of
AA units havs been assigned to the air defense zone of East Germany°
These AA units probably are c¢losely related to the air units as
was also determined in regard to the airfield supply battalions
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(OATB). Thie close relation has the advantage of close cocoperstion
between air vnite and AA units, which must be secured from the
first counitoent. When air units are transferred to places

outside of the Sovzone of Germany, the AA units remein at the
airfields for further protection. The completion of new airfields
(6ross Doellr, Rothenburg etc)in 1955 necessitated the arriv#l

of new AA units from outside of the Sovzone Germany. :

No information is available on the tactical control of AA wmits.
I% is assumed that AA commanders are assigned to the fighter
division headquarters and fighter corps headquarters, where
they intercede in favor of their AA unite when tactical
cooperation is concerned. The GSFG is probably in charge of the
specific supply and training of the AA units (firing with bnll
anmunition at Wustrow, Jueterbog and Altengrabow).

Conclusion

With a reservation as to occasional errors in observation, the
present aircraft strength of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army is
believad to be as follows:

Fighter unita &ppr 310 iiG-15s
" 300 iiG=1T7e
Bomber uvnits ® 230 IL-28s
Ground sttack units n 90 uiG-15s
* 125 IL-10s
Reconnaissance uniis " 30 MiG-15g
" 20 Yak-lls
Trangpor% uaits “ 40 Li-28/IL-12e
Totul appr 1,145 operational sgrcréft

From available information on the authorized strength of the
individual units, the total personnel strength of the Twenty-Fourth
Air Army amounts to 28,000 to 30,000 officers, NCOs, and Ik, in
addition to about 5,000 soldisrs of AA units stationed at ihe
airfieldg .

In conclusion, it can ba stated that the combat power of the
units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army, in particular with regard
to olose support missions, meets the necessary requirements.

The combat power of the tactical attack units was considerably
increased in 1955 by the arrival of a light bomber division

and the continued re-equipment with LiiG=158 of the ground attack
units which had formerly been equipped with IL-10s.
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#ith regard to air defense, it had been assumed &s early as 1954
that fighter uaits in Eagt Germany were able effectively to defend
the zone against attackini Weetern formations during daytime.

The defensive power might also have been increased considerably
by the fact that most of the fighter units were equipped with
LiG-178, so that & successive defense would also be possible ¢t
night. However, so far as all-weather missions, the fighter units
of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army are not yet equipped with the
required multi-seat heavily armored aircraft with airborne 1
intercept aquipment, which are assigned to the air defense un&ta
(PV0) in the USSR. The radar network for the control of the ;
air space and for fighter direction over the Sovzone Germany

and immediately forward of that area has, spparently, been i
improved to such a degree that the employment of night tigbteﬁ
units from airfields in Fast Germany would be possible at any time.

The Twenty-Fourth Air Army which is based on a well improved
airfield net in the Soviet Zone of Germany, improved its combat
power and readiness during 1955. It is able to fulfill the close-
support missions of a tactical air army and, to a high degres,
special air defense missions.

Description of Attachment:
Two identical maps showing the disposition of air unmits.
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25X1
Locatl f Units of the Tw ~Fourth Afr
Stetus: 1 December 1955
25X1
8. H antysF !
Command group Werder airfield =nd 25X1
Werder restristed srea
Signsl unit Werder airfield
Motor transport unit Glindow
Construction staff Werder reatristed arss
Construotion units Wildpsrk-West
Baza main bureau Werder restricted ares
Baze distribution Werder, Sismsrekhoehe
center
Hoenital of Twenty- Koenigsvusterhausen
Fourth Air Army
b, Air Units
Horthern Ftr Corps Wittatock airfield
Hq
Ftr Div Puetnitz airrield
1 Fir Regt Puetnitz sirfield
1 Fir Regt Puetniti sirfield
1 Ftr Regt Perchim alrfield
Fir Div Rechlin-Laers
Eilerholz resiricted ares
1 Ftr Regt Rechlin-Lsers airfield
and Rechlin-Lierz restricted
area ‘
1 Ftr Regt Reehlin-Liers airfield
and Reshlin-Liers restricted
area ‘
1 Ftr Regt Wittatock aiy field
Fir Div Finow eirfield and
Finow restricted srea
Poststrasa
1 Ftr Ragt Finow airaield
1 Fetr Regt Finow airfield
1 Ftr Regt . Neuruppin eirfield
SECRET
NOFORN

Approved For Release 2008/03/10 : CIA-RDP83-00418R003900150001-1



}

.

»

Approved For Release 2008/03/10 :

SECRET
NOFORN

CIA-RDP83-00418R003900150001-1

<

25X1

Annex 2

Southern Ftr Corpa
Hgq

Div

Ftr Regt
Fer Regt
Ftr Regt

-

Ftr Div

Ft:r Regt
Ftr Regt
e Regt

e e gt

alert unit

Fir Div

1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
1 Ftr Regt
Ber Corps Hq
Bar Miv
1 Sep Regt
1 Bmr Regt
1 Bmr Regt
1 Bmr Regt
Bmy Div
1 Sey Regt
Regt

1 PBmr Regt
1 Bur Regt

1 Bme

GA Corps Hq

GA Div (I1-10)
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arves Thzelmanrstrases
and Brusckenkopf Kasarne

Zerbat Scharnhorst
Kegerne

Zerbst zirfield
Jueterboz airfield
Jueterboz airfield

Merseburgz airfield

Koethen airfield
Koethen airfield
Mersebur;z airtield

Erfurt-Sirdersieben
airfieid

Grossenhain alrfield

Grosesanbain airfield
Grossensiin airfield
}1tenburz sirfield

Werneuehsr.
Werneuechorn airfield

Walzow asirfield
Werneuchon airfield
Werneéuchsen airfield
Briesan 2irfield

Oranienirirg
Weisse Stedt

Orzn denbarg afrfield snd
Wei sse Stedt

Ormnienburg sirfield and
Weisse Stadt :

. Gross-Daoelln eirfield

Rothenburg eirfield

Finsterwalde
Forststrasee

Brandenburg
Infenterlie Kagerne
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1 GA Ragt
1 GA Regt

1 GA Regt
A v (M1G-15)
1L GA Regt
I GA Rept
i GA Rapgt

% Irdepsndent Ren
Cfagh (114G-15)

I Arvy Ten Regt
{(Ynk-1la) ~

1 Trans legt (Li-2s)
3 Trans Regt
L Trang Regl

Farhnical Schools

Toxlnical school Tor basie trsinipe

-

Tosknd.eal s&hool for

Cedvance Depots

Medn ovdosnes depot
ox Tmnt;?-»g ourth
Lir Army

Grdnanes dspot of
Nordhern Fir Corps

Cdrance dapot of
Southern Ftr Corps

Grdrancs depot of GA
Cozrps

Ciduancs depot of
Eny Coroi

“ECRET
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airfisld »nd :
Lendeseswtali Goerdsn
Brandeniuzg~Isiustrichafen
airvficld sns '
Pionier Lrsarns

Stendel anirficlsd

Ai¢=-loennewits zirfiald
Alt-Loenuewity airfieid
Finstervalds zirfisld
Finsterwalds sirfleld

fitenbuy airtieid
Zarbat airfisii

Rezbrandenvurz sirfisld
Sehosnefs:d sirfisld

Schoenefnld =irfield

Dosberits airfleld, former
Riehthofan~-, ¥SKKe 25X1
Kaserne und Kaserne

formerly scenilsd by the

Mot Treps Inat Bn

Strausbeyy, foousr

rolling mil),
Hogarmuehlenstranas

Ellerholsy (Rschlin-Loerz)
Jueterbog Altes Lager
Dosberitusn Artillery

Park

Finsterwalds
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Repeir Shope

Rapalr shop for
jet engines

Repsir shop for
Jut engines

Ropair shop for
Repair shop for trac{

iviation Fuel Depots

frmeminition Depots

Central. Depot
Branch depot
Brench dapot
Braneh depot

fintion Supply Depate

Contral dspot
Depot of Southern
F4e Coran

Dapot of Morthern
Psr Corps

Depot of GA Corps
Davot of Bumr Corps

Clisthing 2nd Equinment Depot

Central dspot
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Doeberits airfield
Jueterbo;s Altes Lager
Rangsdors

Brandis airfield
Velten
Aken
wberswells

Eimenspslterel
Riesa/Hurbor

Buekau/Pranadorf
inow/Biesenthsl
Juaterbog
Dallgow/Doeberitz
t

Justsrbor
Koethen

Wittstoek

Dallgow/Toeberitz
Wernsuchan

Jueterbog/Altes Lager
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Sedax Netwock dn Sovzone Germany
Statue: 1 Decmﬁar 1955

a-  fagar stationa ouiside of airfields
Soken Kniferest  Iishoet _  Other Hets

1 - 1 1 Boxbrick
1 2 2 -
- 1 1 -
- 1 1 1 Dunbe
@O 1 b 1 -
tadwigelust/
Teshantin - 2 2 2 Beotwiek
Peivawslk 1 1 1 -
Jiendal 1 - 1
Cardalezen 1l 1l 1 -
Cuediinburg 1 1 1 -
Gregoerndten 1 1 1 -
Gotha 1 1 1 - g
Flanen 1 1 1 -
Terder/ ),
nteafzwagerberg 1 3 - w
Heprdor/Glindow 1 1 - 1 Dunbe
Jittonborg 1 - o -
b ui statlons obusrved on or in comnection with airfiside,
Peenemesnde - X 1 -
Gars 1 - 1 -
Pusinits 2 1 1 inelading 1L Token
near Fibnitz
Porshim - i 1 -
TWwshiin.Lasrs 2 1 1
Witthotosk 1 1 1 -
oo 1 2 2 1 Creesfork;
ineliing
1 Dunbe
1 Kuiterant
1 Fisknet
negr Ssmmerfelde
1 1 1 -
1 1 1 -
wherbog - 1 1 1 Cregafork
Hernabuisg 2 2 1 1 Duibeo
Keathen 1 1 2 1 Crrcefori
Grossenhain 1 1 1 -
ALtenburg 1 1 2
Herasuchea - 2 2 1 Croesfork
1 42 MK IX
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VYelzow 1 1
Oranienburg -~ 2
Gross-Doelln - -
Schoenwalde - -
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1 Crossfork
1 A8 MK IT
1 Cromsfork
1 Crossfork
1 Crossfork
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Annex 4

et 4

AA Cur, Bmplacements at Airf n_Sovgop Gema:;qg;i

S

Mrefiedds oo

lienburg
Ale-Loonnewidte

.

b2’

i

‘ Brandenburg-Srizst

Brandentueg-
Industrishafen
Briesen

Docboaruiz
Erfuri-2indersleben
Finow

Finsterwalde

Gross-Dezlln

Justerbog
Crossenn-in
Keethen
Fersehurg
Heuruppia

Cranienbwrg
Parchin
Rechlin-Laersa
Rothenbury
Stendal
Welzow
Werneuchen

Wittenberg

Wittstock
Zarbst
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Status: 1 Dscember 1955

transfarred on 25 rugust 1955

without returning
6 x 37 m

6 x 37 m
unimown

x
x
x 37 m i
x
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